
Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

Overcoming Church Leadership Objections
to Apologetics Training:

A Practical and Biblical Response

Very brief testimony
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• The four “I” steps for success… 

1. Identify the need.

2. Introduce apologetics to the church/ministry.

3. Include apologetics as part of a curriculum.

4. Instill apologetics as part of the church culture.

2



Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

3



Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• 88% leave the church at the age of 18.

• Southern Baptist Council on Family Life

• 63% don’t believe Jesus is the Son of God.

• Josh McDowell & David Bellis, The Last Christian 
Generation

• 70% leave the church between 17 and 19 years of age.

• Lifeway Research 

• 90% of youth active in high school church programs drop out

• Jossey-Bass, The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for 
the Church

• 60% Disconnect from their churches after age 15.

• David Kinnaman, Barna Research 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/24/why-americas-nones-left-religion-
behind/
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Three types of pastors/leaders.
• All in.
• Tell me more.
• All you need is the Bible and Jesus!

5



Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• All in.

START 
PLANNING!

How to introduce to congregation?
When to start?
How often? Weekly, monthly, ???
Who to train?
Curriculum to use?
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Tell me more.

Define and explain the discipline of apologetics.
Use familiar examples such as Josh McDowell, C.S. Lewis, Justin Martyr.
Share data regarding youth exodus from faith and apostasy within church (i.e. 
universalism).
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Tell me more.

START 
PLANNING!

Once buy-in has happened, start planning.
If not immediate, keep door open for future conversations.

8



Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• All you need is the Bible and Jesus!

IT’S TRUE!
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• All you need is the Bible and Jesus!

ThE gREaTEST ChRISTIan apologIST
IS JESUS ChRIST!

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
IS ThE bIblE!

First, agree that the Bible and Jesus is all you need, BUT…
Click through Greatest Apologist and Greatest Book
Next: Unpack it!
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Apologetics
• a∙pol∙o∙get∙ics

• The branch of theology that is 
concerned with defending or proving 
the truth of Christian doctrines.

• Formal argumentation in defense of 
something, such as a position or system.

What is the formal definition of apologetics?
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Where in the Bible? 
• 1 Peter 3:15 - But sanctify the Lord God in 

your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear:

“Answer” in Greek - ἀπολογία – apologia
• Six other times

• Acts 22:1, 25:16
• 1 Cor 9:3
• 2 Cor 10:5-6
• Phil 1:7
• 2 Tim 4:16

Where does the word “apologetics” appear in the bible?
Acts 22:1 – Brothers and sisters, hear the defense that I now make before you. (Prior to 
Paul sharing his road to Damascus experience)
Acts 25:16 – I answered them that it was not the custom of the Romans to give up anyone 
before the accused met the accusers face to face and had an opportunity to make his 
defense concerning the charge laid against him.
1 Corinthians 9:3 – This is my defense to those that would examine me.
2 Corinthians 10:5-6 – We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, being ready to punish 
disobedience, when your obedience is complete. (variation of word)
Philippians 1:7 – It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my 
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in defense
and confirmation of the gospel.
2 Timothy 4:16 – At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May 
it not be charged against them.

12



Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Why Apologetics?
• The word of God commands us to be ready 

to defend the faith.
• 1 Peter 3:15

• The word of God commands us to reason.
• Isaiah 1:8

• It will equip us to answer questions about 
the Bible when we
are sharing our faith
with those that do
not believe the Bible
is true.

1 Peter 3:15 - But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear:
Isaiah1:8 – Come, let us reason together.

13



Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChRISTIan apologIST
• Apologetic use of testimony

• John 5 – Witnesses
• John the Baptist
• Jesus’ own works
• The Father
• The Old Testament Scriptures
• Moses

• 1 John 3 – Sinless life

Apologetic use of testimony.
John 5 – Five witnesses; John the Baptist (v33-35), his own works 
(v36), the Father (v37), the Old Testament scriptures (v39-) and Moses 
(v46-47).
1 John 3 – Sinless life (v5).
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChRISTIan apologIST
• Apologetic use of miracles

• Substance – turning water into wine.
• Quantity – feeding five thousand with a few fish 

and loaves.
• Quality – blind man receives sight.
• Relation – raising Lazarus from dead.
• Space – healing nobleman’s son from a distance.
• Time – healing an invalid of 38 years.
• Position – walking on water.
• Action – victorious death.
• Passion – Resurrection

• Many theories, only one true explanation.

Apologetic use of miracles showed Jesus’s power over the cosmos. 
Substance – turning water into wine. – John 2
Quantity – feeding five thousand with a few fish and loaves. –
Matthew 14
Quality – blind man receives sight. – Mark 10
Relation – raising Lazarus from dead. – John 11
Space – healing nobleman’s son from a distance. – John 4 
Time – healing an invalid of 38 years. – John 5 
Position – walking on water. – Matthew 14
Action – victorious death – Isaiah 25, 1 Corinthians 15, Revelation 21 
Passion – Resurrection – Luke 24
John 11:25 – Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone 
who believes in me will live, even after dying.
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChRISTIan apologIST
• Apologetic use of parables

• God as the sower.
• God as the director of the harvest.
• God is the rock.
• God is the shepherd.
• God is the bridegroom.
• God is the Father.
• God is the forgiver of sins.
• God is the vineyard owner.
• God is the King.

Apologetic use of Parables. 
God as the sower. – Matthew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8
God as the director of the harvest. – Matthew 13
God is the rock. – Matthew 7
God is the shepherd. – Luke 15
God is the bridegroom. – Matthew 25 (wise/foolish virgins)
God is the Father. – Luke 15
God is the forgiver of sins. – Matthew 18
God is the vineyard owner. – Matthew 20
God is the King. – Matthew 18 
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChRISTIan apologIST
• Apologetic use of reason

• Jesus often exposed contradictions and fallacies in 
logic.
• Matthew 12:9-14 – man with withered hand 

healed on the Sabbath
• Matthew 12:30 – Whoever is not for me is 

against me.
• Matthew 22:15-22 – Render unto Caesar…

• Apologetic use of prophecy
• Prophecies about Himself from the Old Testament.
• Prophecies about Himself in the New Testament.

Apologetic use of Reason.
Jesus exposed contradictions and fallacies in logic.

Matthew 12:9-14 – man with withered hand healed on the 
Sabbath.
Matthew 12:30 – Whoever is not for me is against me.
Matthew 22:15-22 – Render unto Caesar....

Apologetic use of prophecy. (Share in section on Bible)
Frequent use of prophecies about Himself from the Old Testament.
Frequent use of predictions about Himself in the New Testament.
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChRISTIan apologIST
• Apologetic use of discourse – “I am.”

• John 6:35 – “I am the bread of life.”
• John 8:12 – “I am the light of the world.”
• John 10:7, 9 – “I am the gate for the sheep.”
• John 10:11, 14 – “I am the good shepherd.”
• John 11:25 – “I am the resurrection and the 

life.”
• John 14:6 – “I am the way and the truth and the 

life.”
• John 15:1 – “I am the true vine.”

Apologetic use of discourse. (speak or write with authority)
“I am” statements from the book of John

John 6:35 – “I am the bread of life.”
John 8:12 – “I am the light of the world.”
John 10:7, 9 – “I am the gate for the sheep.”
John 10:11, 14 – “I am the good shepherd.”
John 11:25 – “I am the resurrection and the life.”
John 14:6 – “I am the way and the truth and the life.”
John 15:1 – “I am the true vine.”
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChRISTIan apologIST

PRIMARY SOURCE FOR PRECEDING SECTION
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
• Why?

• We know the Bible is true by faith?
• We know the Bible is true because we 

believe?
• We know the Bible is true because 

scripture says it’s true?
• Barely adequate reasons for a believer.

Why is the Bible the greatest book on apologetics?
- We know the bible is true by faith? “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 – Belief in something unseen.
- We know the bible is true because we believe it is true? – “I believe what I believe 

because I believe it.” – Mackenzie Barnard.
- We know the bible is true because it says it’s true? – “All scripture is breathed out be 

God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16. Very bad circular reasoning. “It’s true because it says it’s 
true.”
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
• Why?

• We know the Bible is true by faith?
• We know the Bible is true because we 

believe?
• We know the Bible is true because 

scripture says it’s true?
• Barely adequate reasons for a believer.
• Totally inadequate reasons for a non-believer.

Why is the Bible the greatest book on apologetics?
- We know the bible is true by faith? “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 – Belief in something unseen.
- We know the bible is true because we believe it is true? – “I believe what I believe 

because I believe it.” – Mackenzie Barnard.
- We know the bible is true because it says it’s true? – “All scripture is breathed out be 

God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16. Very bad circular reasoning. “It’s true because it says it’s 
true.”
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
• Better reasons to believe the Bible is true.

• #1 – Internal Evidence
• Textual Consistency
• Uniqueness

• #2 – External Evidence
• Predictive Prophecy 
• Archaeology

Two reasons:
- Internal evidence
- External evidence
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
• #1 – Internal Evidence

• Textual Consistency
• 40 authors

• Different positions in society
• Different times
• Different places
• 1500 year time span
• Three languages, three continents

Moses – wilderness; political leader, trained in Egypt .
David – palace; king, poet, musician, shepherd, warrior
Jeremiah – dungeon; prophet     _____        .
Daniel – on a hillside and a palace; prime minister     .
Paul – in prison; rabbi                                   .
Luke – while traveling; physician, historian                .
John – while in exile on the island of Patmos, also in Ephesus       .
Amos – herdsman                                     .
Joshua – military general                            .
Nehemiah – cupbearer to a pagan king                  .
Solomon – king, philosopher                                     .
Peter – fisherman                                            .
Matthew – tax collector                                 .
Mark – Peter’s secretary 
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
• #1 – Internal Evidence

• Uniqueness
• Short time between event and oldest 

manuscript.
• Verifiable consistency from copy to 

copy.
• Harmony on many subjects.
• Single, unfolding story.

• Tree of life closed in Genesis but 
opened forever in Revelation.

Short time – Bible: within 100 years or so, Homer: 500 years, Plato: 1200 years.
Unique in Its Harmony on Many Subjects

Marriage
Divorce
Remarriage
Homosexuality
Adultery
Obedience
Character Development
Submitting to Authority
Lying
Parenting
The Nature and Revelation of God
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
• #2 – External Evidence

• Predictive Prophecy 
• Babylonian rule over Judah for 70 

years.
• Destruction of Nineveh.
• Tyre attacked by many nations.
• The coming of the Messiah.

Predictive prophecy.
Babylonian rule - Jeremiah 25:11-12
"...This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the 
king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt," declares the 
Lord, "and will make it desolate forever."
Destruction of Nineveh – Nahum
Tyre attacked by many nations

25



Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS

Just a few of the 351 prophecies about Jesus.
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST book on apologETICS
• #2 – External Evidence

• Archaeology

1. House of David Inscription
2. Hezekiah’s tunnel
3. Dead Sea Scrolls
4. Sennecherib’s palace relief – conquest of Lachish. 
5. Moabite Stone. How Moab was oppressed by Omri, King of Israel and his son, Ahab.
6. Galilean boat
7. Crucified young man.
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChapTER In ThE 
gREaTEST book on apologETICS

• Acts 17 – Paul’s second missionary journey
• First stop – Thessalonica 

• “used scriptures to reason with the 
people.”

• “Some of the Jews who listened were 
persuaded.”

• Second stop – Berea 
• “searched the scriptures daily.”
• “many Jews believed…”

He traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia to reach Thessalonica where 
he “used scriptures to reason with the people.” (Acts 17:2)

Result? – “Some of the Jews who listened were persuaded and joined 
Paul and Silas, along with many God-fearing Greek men and quite a 
few prominent women.” (Acts 17:4)

Next stop: Berea (Acts 17:10)
People were more open minded and they listened eagerly (Acts 17:11)
They searched Scriptures to see if Paul and Silas were telling the truth. 
(Acts 17:11)
Result? – “As a result, many Jews believed, as did many of the 
prominent Greek women and men.” (Acts 17:12)
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

ThE gREaTEST ChapTER In ThE 
gREaTEST book on apologETICS

• Acts 17 – Paul’s second missionary journey
• Third stop – Athens

• Center of philosophy and home to Plato, 
Aristotle and Socrates.

• Paul debated Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers.

• “We want to hear more about this later.”
• “but some joined him and became 

believers.”

Athens – Paul’s toughest audience
Center of philosophers and teachers as well as home to Plato, 
Aristotle and Socrates. (TN: Home of Plato’s Platonic Academy)
Taught in the synagogue – Jews and God-fearing Gentiles.
Taught in the square – all who happened to be there.
Debated Epicurean and Stoic philosophers.

Epicurean philosophy – advocates individual pleasure-seeking. 
Goal is the pursuit of highest pleasure and avoiding pain. 
Multiple gods who were remote (not personal). Death was the 
end of human existence with no immortality of the soul.
Stoic philosophy – Knowledge is all there is and it is attained 
through logic. Man becomes virtuous through knowledge and 
the world is governed solely by natural law. Everything is God. 
Soul returns to God upon death, no immortality. 

Content of Paul’s Areopagus message.
Theology Proper

Identified the true God (“unknown God” – Acts 17:23)
Contradicts Stoics (God is distinct from the universe –
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Acts 17:24) 
Biblical Anthropology

Refuted superiority of Athenians (Acts 17:26)
Refuted Epicurean idea of a disorderly world (Acts 17:26)
Refuted Stoics fatalistic philosophy with God’s 
omniscience (Acts 17:26, 28)

Soteriology – the Doctrine of Salvation
We are born of God and He will judge us (Acts 17:29-31).
All should repent (Acts 17:30)

Incarnational Christology – the Doctrine of Christ
Paul first reveals God, then Jesus. (Acts 17:31)

Eschatology – the Doctrine of End-time
Contradicts Athenians understanding of life and death.

No life after death.
Apologetic Method

Paul does not confront in belligerent tone, he forms relationships 
and remains respectful throughout. (TN: with gentleness & 
respect)
Paul has a good familiarity of opposing worldviews.
He frames his arguments and discourse in terms the Athenians 
would be able to understand.
He cites Greek poets (Aratus and Cleanthes)
He did not quote the Old Testament directly.

Result? – When they heard Paul speak about the resurrection of the 
dead, some laughed in contempt but others said, “We want to hear 
more about this later.” That ended Paul’s discussion with them, but 
some joined him and became believers. Among them were Dionysius, a 
member of the council, a woman named Damaris, and others with 
them.
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Three types of pastors/leaders.
• All in.
• Tell me more.
• All you need is the Bible and Jesus!
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Resources at I Will Go Ministries.
• Answering objections to apologetics White 

Paper.
• Apologetics of Jesus and the Bible White 

Paper.
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Introducing the Mentoring Apologist
• Engage a Mentoring Apologist to help chart a course

Identify                     Introduce                       Include                     Instill               
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Overcoming Objections To Apologetics 

• Engage a Mentoring Apologist to help chart a course

• dan@iwillgoministries.org

• www.facebook.com/dansbritton

• https://www.iwillgoministries.org

• https://twitter.com/@dansbritton

• 512-762-0828
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